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To which are annexed, > | : 


Two remarkable InsTrances of the extraordinary 
Interpoſition of Pzovipexce, in the Delive- 


rance and Supply of two eminent WM 
of the Gos EL. 


— — “ Surrey the wond'rous cure, 
ce And at each ſtep let higher wonder riſe ! 


4 Pardon for infinite offence! And pardon 3 = 6 
«© Thro' means that ſpeaks it's value infinite 1 1 
cc A pardon bought with b/ovd With blood Diyt WM:! 1 


ce With blood Divine of Him, I made my be 2 
. Perfifled to provoke! Tho" woo'd and at d, ul 
« Ble, and chaſtis'd, a flagrant rebel ſtill! 
4 A rebel midſt the thunders of his throne! 
% Nor I alone! A rebel univerſe! 

„ My ſpecies up in arms! Not one exempt ! 
«Yer for tbe fouleſt of the foul Hz DIES | ; 

Younc's Night Thoughts, _ 3 1 
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moſt important nature, is calculated to- 


7 attendant on a low eſtate; whether bloom- 
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ERMIT me to recommend to your” 
. ſerious and candid peruſal, the three 
following letters. They were penned, as 
the contents inform you, by a dying man, 
Juſt upon the verge of the grave, under 
the proſpect of launching out into the 
boundleſs ocean of eternity, and deeply 
impreſſed. with the approach of ſuch an 
awful change. The ſubject, being of the 
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rouſe your attention to things of infinite 
moment, and, if improved, may be of 
ſingular advantage towards the welfare of 
your precious and immortal ſoul. Who- 
ever you are, whether in an exalted ſta- 
tion of life, or depreſſed with the cares 


hu: * 


15 
ing in your youthful prime, and fluſhed? 
with. health, or bending under the weight 
of many infirmities, the inſeparable con- 
comitants of old age; whether young or 
old, high or low, rich or Poor; you are 
ere lang, to make your exit out of: the 
world, to bid an everlaſting adieu te all 
ſublunary enjoyments, and to ſtand naked 
before the awful and impartial tribunal 
of the Judge of quick and. dead. Have 
vou ever ſeriouſly conſidered, whether you 
are prepared for ſuch a dread event) 
Should that King of terrors, death, now- 
receive his. commiſlion from the court of 
Heaven, to call you hence, are you ready 
to obey the ſummons? That formidable 
foe is armed with a deadly ſting, called 
Fun. Are you provided with any remedy 
ſufficient to extract its poiſon, or to ſcreen 
you from thoſe envenomed ſhafts which 
have Hain their thouſands, and tens of. 
thouſands ? Ere a few. years, perhaps a. 
few, months, or days, paſs over your 
head, your unalterable doom to never- 
ending happineſs, woe, will be deter- 


mined. Tour 4 Nifter than the poſt 3 


Vea, 


35.0 

yea, they fleet along with greater velocity 
than the towering.. eagle, or the ſwift- 
| winged arrow, that cuts the yielding air. 

Every moment carries you farther from 
time, and brings vou nearer to eternity. 
| And, did you ſee on what a ſlender thread 

your everlaſting concerns hang, you would 

anxiouſly employ the precious moments, 
that compoſe the ſcanty period of your 
life, i in che one thing needful. For, N. 
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* 10 Tbe leaſt of cheſe a ſerious: care de- 
2 mands, 
F or, tho! they're little, yet they re 
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But wanne are one of thoſe, who 
care not to indulge ſuch ſerious reflections, 
and ſtrive to baniſh. ſuch unwelcome vi- 
q ſitants-from your breaſt. -Something more 
\ lively: than | ſuch gloomy. ſubjects, (as 
perhaps you call them) occupies your- 

thoughts. You are a man of pleaſure ;.. 
50 who traverſes uncontrouled the flow- 

ry ſcenes of the gay world, and takes 
lee your: of the world's pleaſures; 
43. Which, 
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which,” with a lethean vittue, intoxicate 
your ſenſes, bury. in oblivion every ſerious + 
thought, and Tull you to fleep on the lap 
of Bcentiouſneſs. This monſter with her 
Hen voice hath ſing a requiem to the 
clamours of that faithful monitor, conſci- 
ence , ſo that you can drink, whore, 


: game, Se. Sc. without feeling any of 


thole pi pious qualms wherewith  * your en- 
thuſiaſtic preciſtans are troubled. But 
O män, tranquillitas ita tempeſtas ft; ſuch... 
4 reſt, ſuch a vicious ſerenity, is a pre- 
lude to a moſt dreadful. tempeſt : And - 


you will ſooner or later find, that the 


deſcription Solomon gives of che proſti- 
tute, is ſtrictly applicable to every for- 
biddeh pleaſure. _ Her lips drop as an honey 
tomb, and her moutli is ſmoother than oil; 

but her end ts bitter as wormwood, aa 
ſharp 'as 4, two edged ſword + her feet go 
doton to. death, her ſteps take hold on hell. 


Prov. v. 3—5. Perhaps you have ſucked. 


in the poiſon of infidelity, and argue in 
the latiaige of the hell fre. club, that 
| IS M the 
2 Societies bearing his infernal name, have Yan 


ef.abliſhed by the hors of. oaks th in different 
Parts 
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ee the author of nature hath planet in us 

e ſuch and ſuch pleaſing paſſions, and 
| te that it cannot be criminal to indulge - 
„ them freely.” But this is diabolical ſo- 
. phiſtry, and a mere begging the queſtion 2 
© For it is a glaring falſhood that God hatH 
ce planted in us vicious paſſions,” becauſe 
by fo doing; he would be the author of 
Pp ſin; which is- contrary to his very nature. 
No. An enemy hath done this. Matt. xii, - 
28. 60D made man upright,” and form- 
4 ed his heart after his on holy ſimilitude; 
le ſome beautiful parterre, ſtored witli 

: all manner of fragrant flowers and odo- 
-- | riferous plants, delightful: to the eye, and 
| pleafant to the ſmell. But the Devil, that 
doild boar out of the wood, ruſhed into this 

e tore ap every, plant of the Log p's 

prantigg : 
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parts 55 the kis FR the 1 wherof proceed 5 | 
* | to ſuch libertiniſm, in principle and practice, as 
| to reſemble beaſts, or devils incarnate, rather than 
1 men: So that their ſocieties deſefve the name of 
˖ fandemonium, an aſſembly of Demons, rather than 
| a club of rational creatures. A youth of diſtino-- 
g tion, who ſome years ago had imbibed their prinei- 
ples, and conformed to their practice, died th a moſt 
ſhocking manner. His laſt words were, Oh! the 
intolerable pangs of hell and damnation! ?? 
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planting, - and ſowed tares in the room 
f. And as we were all in Adam's 
ins, ag caput gentis, a federal head, 
therefore the evil of ſin hath devolved on 
all his poſterity. This accounts for all 
ole ſinful propenfities abounding ; in the 

of every individual born into 
world. For, ſince the root is corrupt, all 
the branches are corrupt alſo. And 
whereas infidels dare to affirm, that © it - 


is not criminal to indulge our innate ſinful 


inclinations,” a book of infallible, becauſe 


divine authority, declares, that, zf ye live 


after the fleſh- ye ſhall die. Rom. vil. 13. 
And again, He that committeth fin, is of the ' 
devil ; for the devil finneth from the be- 
giauing. 1 John iii. 8. And thoſe: WhO 
are to be eternally excluded the manſions 
of bliſs, are deſcribed in Rev. xxii. 15. 
For without are dogs, and ſorcerers, = 


_ eohoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, 
an whoſoever loveth and maketh- a lie. 
From all which ſcriptures it is evident, 
that the evil inclinations in man, are not 
from Gov, but from Satan; that all wo 
indulge them habitually and with conſent, 


are 
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ca} 
are under his dreadful - ſervitude. andj. 
that ſuch as live and die his willing! ſer-- 
vants, ſhall have their bitter portion with 
that apoſtate ſpirit, in regions of endleſs 


miſery, where the worm dieth. not, and 


where the fre is not quenthed:.. 0 | 

O reader, let me beſeech: Jou to lay 
theſe things to heart. Tho“ you" may 
now be baſking in the ſun-ſhine of health, 
and youthful vigour, O conſider that, 
2 to your expectations, your ſun 

may ſet in the very morning of your 
days! If you perſevere in your ſinful 
courſes, they will” bring rotteneſs into your 
bones, and inexpreſſible anguiſh into. your. 
ſoul. The- wages of Vin is death.” Trifle 
not with ſin; for it is a deadly ſerpent, 


whoſe bite 1 ten- thouſand . worſe 


than that of the ſerpents which ſtung, the 
Ifraelites i in the wilderneſs, — But if you 


enquire, What muſt I do to be ſa- 
ved?” I point you to the remedy. 
Jzsvs, the glorious anti-type of the bra- 


zen ſerpent, can heal all your ſinful ma- 
lady, and ſave to the uttermoſt. His 
Hes name is expreſſive of the great 


ſalvation 
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ſalvation he accompliſhed for his people, 


from the. curſe of a. broken law, the 


wrath of. Gop, and. the ſecond. death. He 
became man, that he might ſuffer in the 


very nature wherein man had ſinned; and, 
that his ſatisfaCtionz might. be of infinite 
ſufficiency for all the purpoſes of-ſalyation, 
in HIM diwelt all the fulneſs of the. GOD- 
HEAD bodily. Col. ij, 9. Being thus Go 
and man in one CHRIST, he is a complete 
SAVIOUR, adapted to the. ſtate. of the. 
moſt flagrant. offenders, who fx. to the all- 
eleanſing- fountain of his precious blood. 

In bim the vileſt, who believe, have a 


perfect righteouſneſs, whereby the law re- 


ceives all its demands. on the. ſinner, Juſ-- 
tice is fully ſatisfied,. and the Father in- 
finitely well pleaſed, Therefore, ſaith the 


Lozp,. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the: 


ends of the earth. Iſa. xlv. 22. — The youth, 
who wrote the annexed letters, exemplified . 
the truths here enforced, He was a mo- 


nument of the power of divine grace, and 


of the extent of infinite mercy, thro” the 


Mzp1ator's glorious righteouſneſs. Tho”. 
blackened Oer with accumulated guilt, he 
: 'f CAA Was 
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aus walked whiter than ſnow, in the all- 
cleanſing fountain of the ReneeMer's 
precious blood: and tho? abſorbed in the 
dove of fin, yet here -you ſee him emer- 
ging from the horrible pit of corruption, 
raviſhed with a diſplay: of the goſpel ſal - 
vation, and triumphing over all his ene- 
mies by faith in a crucified $avioun.. 
Oh! chat it may be thy happy caſe; who- = 
ever thou art, that peruſeſt this little 
pamphlet! Believe me, I ſincerely wiſh" 
you that happineſs, which the young gen⸗ 
tleman, of whom it treats, experienced in 
his departing moments, when in the full 
triumph of faith, he cried out, © Ever 
" |< fince that happy day,” (whereon the 
Lony ſpoke: peace to his troubled foul} 
I have lived in peace: and jay, under 
” |< the ſmiles of Heaven, and in the firm 
> |< faith and hope of being for ever with 
b |< Irsos. I am here a monument of ſo- 

vereign mercy, Jonging to br diſſolved, 
and ro be with CHRIST!” Here you 
” | ſee: wherein true happineſs conſiſts; nat 
I in an allowed indulgence of fin, | but in 
341 viper, 
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viper, and embracing in the arms of faith, 
the LORD of life and glory. Tou may 
imagine, that if you give up your be- 
loved luſts, and become truly religious, 
you muſt then bid adieu to all happineſs. 
But: this is a great / miſtake. - For then, 
and then only, your happineſs will com- 
mence. Hear what the dying youth ſays. 

upon that ſubject. O tell them,“ (his 
brothers and ſiſters) <« from me, that re- 
< Jigion is not a mopiſh, melancholy bu 
e ſineſs, as the prophane wits of the age 
« would paint it; but that wi/dom's ways 
-< ,are ways ef pleaſanineſs, and all her. 
* path are peace. I haye found it ſo 
and ſet to my ſeal, chat Gop is true; 
And affirm, that I never felt any laſting 
«©; pleaſure, or ſolid joy, till. I turned to 
W deres xen 1 
* cious.” 

But, perhaps, Ale oe young men of 
the preſent diſſolute age, in publick you 
put on the guiſe of great decency and 
politeneſs, but in your private haunts 
throw off the maſk, and act a part un- 
wotthy the gentleman, the chriſtian, or 
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tbe man of ſenſe. Content, that- your” 


vicious actions are ſcreened from the no- 
tice of man, you conſidet not that the 
broad eye of omniſcience is looking down 
upon you in your 'moſt occult ſituation, 
and that an heart-ſearching Gop, ſhall 
bring every work into judgment, with every 


ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether 


it be evil. Eccl. xii. 14. Awful words 


0 think what it is to be brought to judg- 


ment ! 

But if any ſerious impreſſions have been 
made on your mind, permit me to cau- 
tion you- againſt two things. 1. Avoid 
the company of thoſe who ſpeak honour- 
ably of religion, but whoſe conduct is as 
diametrically. oppoſite to their profeſſion, 


as darkneſs to light. Such act the part 


of Fudas, and, without repentance, will 
nieet with his dreadful portion. 2. Be- 
ware of frequenting places of (what the 
world calls) innocent amuſements, but which 


ought more properly to be ſtyled, nur- 


ſeries of vice, aad tabernacles of. impiety. 
Above all, tread not the courts of that 
eccleia Diaboli, that ſanctuary of Satan, 

a the 
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KS 
the play-houſe. The ſtage is arrived, in 


the -preſent day, to the very ſummit of 
propt anity. Of this, the exhibition of the 


Minor is 4 proof; Per performance which, 


at the ſame time that it brings no credit 
to the author, as being exceedingly grove- 
ting and bald, and therefore fitter for 
Billing ſzate than the theatre, is replete 
with the moſt horrid impiety, and calcu- 
lated to pour daring contempt on ſome 
eſſential doctrines of the goſpel. The 
author * vents his ribaldry againſt an 
eminent ſervant of CHRIST, who made it 
his conſtant employ to demoliſh Satan's 
kingdom, of which the ftage is a prin- 
cipal ſupporter ; but it is apparent, that 
the goſpel of the bleſſed Gop, is the 
primary object, at which (like Solomon's 
fool) © he levels arrows, firebrands and 
death; while, to confummate his audaci- 
ous impiety, he cries, © Am TI not in 
ſport 2” All the harm I with the author, 
is, that he may ſee his folly in time, and 
make the Minor perform quarantine in 

the 
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tte flames, for that ſpiritual plague, of 
f | which it has been the unhappy vehicle. 

& As for the believer, there is no need- 
„ of any prefatory encomiums to recom- 
t mend theſe letters to him. Their bleſſed 
ſubject will be a ſufficient recommenda- 
rx tion. And, the moment he caſts his eye 
e | upon them, his attention will be engaged 
„by the vein of genuine goſpel experience 
& | that runs thro' them; and when he con- 
& | templates the grace beſtowed on the au- 
1 | thor, he will be ready to cry out in 
it | aſtoniſhment, © I not this a brand plucked. 
gs | out of the fire?” Wiſhing the reader 
„an happy deliverance from this preſent 
it | evil world, and an admiſſion to everlaſting. 
& | Glory, I remain, 


4 His ſoul's ſincere welk-wiſher,,. 


n | | | R. D. 
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SIR, 


NN received your kind letter, wherein you 
a I give me many excellent advices, very _ 
proper for one in my ſituation ; and, 
RI at the ſame time, you expreſs an ear- 
neſt defire for my recovery, But this cannot be 
expected, conſidering I am brought ſo low by 
this long illneſs, this waſting diſtemper, Lou 
aſk me to give you an account of my life, from 
the time I left my father's houſe, till now. I 
ſhall readily comply with your requeſt, (tho I 
am very unable to write,) as I doubt not you 
will make a good improvement. of the melan- 
choly narrative, and exhort my brothers and 
liſters to obſerve the contrary conduct, | 


The manner of my youth you were well 
noquainee with; and could not but obſerve, 
B that 


n! 


that it was ſpent in vanity and folly; the ſad 
£ remembrance whereof has pained me not a little, 
ſince my confinement. Altho' I had a good ex- 
ample ſet before me, yet I gave looſe to my own 
perverſe inclinations, and followed, unreftrained, 
the ways of fin. | 
After I left the grammar ſchool, I was fent to 
the univerſity here, without the ſmalleſt acquain- 
tance with religion. I was not wicked, remark- 
| ably fo, the f year. But, the year following, 
I got into the acquaintance of ſome young fel- 
los of wit and humour, by whom, alas! L Was 
ſeduced to vice and prophaneneſs. For a time, 
they ſpoke honourably of religion and virtue: 
but the maſk was ſoon laid aſide; and they 
appeared in their proper characters. Religion 
and virtue were ridiculed, and repreſented by 
them, as unworthy the notice of ſuch a noble 
creature, as man. I ſoon learned to drink to 
exceſs, and imbibed the wicked tenets of my 
comrades. When diſordered with liquor, I was 
carried to bawdy-houſes, which I always declined, 
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when :ſober, and ſpent nights in the embraces of || a 
lewd women. After a night ſpent in ſuch de- Þ 
bauchery, I remonſtrated to my companions, the t 
fin, the folly, and fatal conſequences of ſuch | V 

t. 


lewdneſs, They, who had been longer conver- 
ſant in impiety, anſwered me with a loud laugh, 
n my head was filled * enthuſiaſtic notions, 

a and 
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and that I had ſome how learned the cant of 
fick- brained fools. They then told me, * reli- 


viſed fable, and nothing. but prieſt- craft; that 
men were at liberty to follow the dictates of 
their own mind, and not to be accountable to 


o any other motive of action, or any being what- 


ever; that men were to purſue, or refrain from 
:- | pleaſure, according to the conſtitutions of their 
bodies, without regard to any other motive of 
action; ſo that if a man impaired his health, by 
drinking or whoring, his conſtitution then di- 
rected: him to abſtain from, or follow theſe ſpa- 
ringly. But that if a man could drink and 


7 w 
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harm in the matter; that, on the contrary, no- 
thing could be more innocent than ſuch grati- 
fications, and the pleaſures attending them were 
moſt. exquiſite : and, at any rate, if there was 
any fin in the matter, it could not be imputed 
to us, who were born with ſach paſſions, which 
it was not in our power to prevent ;. and as the 
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paſſions, -it could not be criminal to indulge 
them freely.” They farther told me, that 1 
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ie religion employed as they. were. 


the plauſible arguments, that helliſh art could 


t was 1 feduced ; 3 eſpecially, when: I ſaw 
Wand B 2 ſome 
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gion was alla jeſt; the goſpel a cunningly de- 
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whore, without hurting himſelf, there was no 


author of nature had planted in us ſuch pleaſing 


would ſoon ſee ſome other flaming devotees 


With this wicked ſophiſtry, enforced with an 
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fome of the young CLERGY, “ and others, who 
profe ſſed to be religious, haunt lewd houſes, tho? 
veiy ſecretly. I learned to ſwear, to drink, and 
to whore, I ſoon commenced a debauchee, and 


would undoubtedly have gone to far greater ex- 


ceſs of riot, if my finances would have anſwered 
my extravagance. But, as my Father did not 
allow me much money, I was obliged, reluctant- 
ly, to regulate my pleafure by the extent of my 
funds. As I ſtaid in the town, both ſummer 
and winter, with ſhame I write it, I followed 
this courſe of life, the laſt three years I attended 
the univerſity z and, till the time I was cloſely 
confined, my life was one continued ſcene of 
debauchery and lewdneſs, I could give you a 
particular account of my own impiety ; of the 
many lewd houſes in this city; T of the people 
I have Teen i in | them z of "_ ſcandalous: i impu · 

| 1.83 - dence 


. + #4 
3 would Griouly onfider th 
contents of that awful ſcripture in Fer, xxiii. 14, 1 5, and the 
Apoſtle's reaſoning in Rom. ii. 22. Surely there cannot be a 
more baſe, diſingenuous, and ſhocking character, than that of 
a man, who gravely ſtands up in a miniſterial. habit, to reprove 
others for thoſe very fins, in which he habitually indulges him- 
ſelf. Should this alarming letter fall into the hands of any 
fuch, I pray that it may communicate the fame conviction that 


r 
„ Thou art the man. "7 


+ Magiſtrates, who are appointed to. be  terer to evil da 
ould labour to purge the land of ſuch places of public nui- 
ſance, and expreſs the ſeveteſt diſcountenance of the horrid 
As * ſcenes 
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dence of the proſtitutes ; and the daring impiety 
perpetrated in - thoſe ſinks of debauchery, the 
remembrance of which ſtrikes terrour on my 
mind. | 

But notwithſtanding I was fo complete a rake, 
J duly attended ordinances on the Lord's day. 
For, tho' I lov'd impiety, I did not like to be 
thought a debauchee. 1 muſt indeed own, I had 
ſeveral convictions of the evil of my ways, and 
ſometimes dreadfut tings of conſcience, But 
wine and whores | extinguiſhed and enervated 
theſe, and with pleaſure I embraced every op- 
pottunity to ſtill the voice of that troubleſome 
monitor, conſcience, (as I wickedly fancied it 


to be) that, it being Julled aſleep, I might pur-- 


ſue vice without anxiety. By this method con- 
ſcience” became ſcared, reaſon was drowned, and 
religion was laughed to ſeorn, I fancied myſelf 
à very happy and pretty fellow, who could pur- 
fue 'vice in its various ſhapes, and ſpend 'my days 
in n fo much mirth and jollity, without uncaſineſs 

B 3 or 


ſcenes of debauehery exhibited therein, whereby the greateſſ 
affront is done to every law human and divine, and ous youth 
ruined to all intents and purpoſes, But either thro” lumbering 
remiſlneſs, or baſe connivance, it is notorious that bawdy-houſes 


are of late greatly multiplied, and that common proftitutes, with 


audacious front, croud our ftreets, to the great diſhonour. of an 
holy Gov. What an awful account will that magiſtrate give 
to the judge of quick and dead, who either is inattentive to, 
or winks at, ſuch lewd practices, ſeeing he thereby becomes 
in ſore ſenſe, 4 partaker with adulterers ! 


12 J 
or remorſe. However, by this vicious courſe of 
life, 1 ſoon. inpabed: mp" heal, and ruined a 
hne conflitution | . 

When I firſt, felt the attacks a diſeaſe, * 
came to be inſected with the venereal taint, I 
meditated a retreat from the tabernacles of im- 
piety, and reſolved to be ſober and do wickedly 
no more, But alas! my goodne's was: like the 
morning cliud, or the early dew, it ſoon evaporated 
and vaniſhed, For, no ſooner did I recover, 
but J returned like the dog to his vomit, or like 
the ſow that was weſhed to her wallowing in the 
mire. The pleaſure of vice bewitched me; the 
allurements of harlots robbed me of thought; 
and wine ſtifled all my reſolutions; and I at 
length became a facrifice to a waſting conſump- 
tion. It is now ſix months ſince I was confined 
to my room; and, tho? all endeavours have been 
uſed for my recovery, yet the diſeaſe baffles 
human ſkill, and laughs at the virtue of medi- 
cine. Death, the ing of terrers, advances to- 
wards me with haſty ſteps; he takes large ſtrides 
to overtake me, and in a few days will bring 
me to the grave, the houſe appointed for all living. 
I ſhall lie in the filent grave, ill the heavens be 
10 mare. Oh! that I might die in J=$vs, and 
be ſealed at his right hand, when before him hail 
be gathered all nations, _ 

Soon. after my confinement, I began ſeriouſly 


ta reflect on my former ways. Ig whom 
I bad 
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T had offended, did not forſake me in my extre- 
mity, nor ſuffer me to fink under ſuch a load 
of guilt, I fell under dreadful convictions of 
fin, The agony of my mind, for ſome weeks, 
was ſo terrible, that 1 ſcarce could get any reſt, 

and the terror of my conſcience was fo deep 
and galling, that the bed and the chair ſhook | 
under me, When I fell aſleep at night, I fear- 
ed, I ſhould awake in hell. In the morning, 
the horror of my conſcience became viſible in 
my countenance, that every one who ſaw me, 
obſerved, with concern, ſomething ſo amazingly 
ghaſtly in my looks, as perſuaded them, I was, 
over and above my diſeafe, labouring under 
dreadful horrors of conſcience, or that the pains 
of hell had got hold upon me, Five weeks was 
F in this dreadful condition, expecting death 


every moment, and then to be ſwallowed up 


of hell, and to be with the devil whoſe ſervant 
I had been for many years. However I did'cry 
for merey; I beſought heaven with importunity 
and tears. I read the bible; and looked at the 
example of profligate ſinners, who had been 
ſaved from everlaſting burnings. Often did I. 
fay to thoſe about me, in great anguiſh of heart, 
* Have pity upon me, ye my friends, for the 
« hand of Gop hath touched me, the arrows 
„of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon 
« whereof drinketh up my ſpirits. The terrors 
of Gop do ſet themſelves in array againſt 

6 me. 
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«me. * I am made to paſs months of vanity, 
«and En r are hy rag ont 
"Gi me. 29 8 * 
At laſt, es I tought inyfelF a toben 
ripe for the fire of hell, the LoxpD ſpoke: peace 
to my troubled ſoul. T CnrisT offered himſelf 
to me in his word, as the Saviour of ſinners. | 
1 was filled with joy and peace in belieuing. The 
love of GOD: was ſhed abroad in my heart by the 
Holy Spirit, and I rejciced in GOD my Saviour, | 
I looked back on my former ways with ſhame. 
and bluſhing ; 7 abhorred myſelf in duſi and aſbes. 
1 looked to JESUS whom I had pierced and 
mourned, My ghaſtly looks were ſoon altered, 
and the horrors of my mind were changed into 
a pleaſing calm. Down I fell on my knees, and. 
praiſed Gop, even the Father of our Lox D 
Ixsus ChRISsT, for his abundant merey and 
grace towards me the chief of ſinners. Ever 
fince that happy day I have lived in peace and 
joy, under the ſmiles of heaven, and in the firm 
faith and hope of being for ever with Jesvs, 
am here a monument - of ſovereign mercy, 
longing to be diſſolved, and to be with CHRIST, 
which! is far- preferable to all the joys of this 
world. The pain and trouble of my poor waſted- 
catcaſe are great, and would be intolerable, if 
it were not * the Nes. and joy I have in 
CHRIST 
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CnrisT my Saviour. My troubles will ſoon 
have an end; death is on his way to cut the 
thread of my life, and the angels will ſpeedily 
waft me to the manſions of bliſs. An entrance 
ſhall be adminiſtered to me abundantly into the 
heavenly kingdom and glory of the prince of the 


kings of the earth, I ſhall, in a little, ſing 
' praiſes to the ſon of Gop, who wes ain, and 


hath redeemed me to GOD by his blaed! I ſhall 
ſpend an eternity in ſinging praiſes and hallelu - 
jahs to Gon and to the Laws! Come Lokm 
Jesvs ;. come quickly. Amen! 

I have earneſtiy admoniſed my companions 
and all who come near me, to fly to Gon thro* 
CHRIST; to forſake their ſins, and become 
chriſtians indeed, leſt the LoxD pour forth his 
fury upon them. I hope ſome of them are now 
under convictions, The Lord be merciful-unto 


to ſeek the LoD ſooner! For thus had I been 
preſerved from that fatal courſe of lewdneſs and 
impurity, which, after ruining my health, and 


enfeebling my ſtrength, bath cut me off in the 


fower of my days, and bloom of my years. 
O tell my brothers and ſiſters, who you know 
are younger than I, that I exhort them as a 
dying man, with my laſt breath, to ſeek the 
Lord, in their early days, and dedicate them- 
ſelves to God in the time of their youth; to 
read much of his word carefully every day, and 
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them for Jesvs' ſake, Oh that 1 had begun 
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attend his ordinances; and to allot much of their 
time for ſecret prayer: for, thus ſhall they be 
preſerved from the deſtructive vices, in which I 
long wallowed, and have peace and ſatisfaction 
in CHRIST, when they come to a death bed. 
O! tell them from me, that religion is not a 
mopiſh, melancholy buſineſs, as the prophane 
wits of the age would paint it; but that wi/dom's 
ways are ways of pleaſanineſs, and all her paths 
are peace, I have found it ſo; and ſet to my 
ſeal that Gop is true; and affirm that I never 
felt any laſting . pleaſure, or ſolid joy, till I 
turned to the LorRD, and taſted that he is 
gracious. All my former pleaſures were, lite the 
crackling of ' thorns under à pot, a ſudden: blaze 
that ſoon evaporated. Tell them, I hope to 
meet them in glory, and to ſing with them, 1h 
ng ef Moſes and the Lamb. —— To the Gov 
of all grate I commend them, who is able to 
build them up, and give them an inheritance 
among them that are ſanctified. My ſtrength 
fails; I can write no more. Ere you receive 
this, I ſhall be with the Lamb on the heavenly 
Mount Zion, and be eating of the fruit of the 
tree of life, which is in the mid/t of the paradiſe 
of 60D. Adieu, till we meet in glory. Ihe 
grace of our . Jesvs me be with you 
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DEAR SIR, | 
HAVE juſt received yours; which gave me 
] inexpreſſible delight. I thanked, I bleſſed, I 
praiſed the name of Gop on your behalf, As 
I was the unhappy inſtrument of ſeducing you 
into the ſervice of Satan, initiating you in vice, 
and bringing you to wallow in fleſhly luſts that 
war againſt the ſoul; ſo your recovery from theſe 
wicked practices, and your partaking of the 
mercy of Gon, has been the moſt joyful news 
that ever I heard. Bleſſed be the Loxp for 
what he has done for you. O let us magnify 
the Lok p, and exalt his name together! O 
praiſe him for his abundant mercy toward you, 
and walk humbly before him all the days of 
your life! Abſtain from all appearance of evil 
adorn the doctrine of Gon your SAVIOUR in all 
things, and be careful to maintain good works. 
As you have received CHRIST JESUS the 
LORD, fo walk in him. Live by faith, and grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our LORD and 
SA OR JESUS CHRIST, Employ your 
time and your fortune to the glory of Gon; 
and be an advocate for Gop and religion, in 


_—_— to the impiety and debauchery of the 
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age. Let your light ſo Hine before men, that they 
may ſee your good works, and glorify your Father 
which i: in heaven, Be not "aſhamed to own 
_CnrisT before men, though you ſhould be ex- 
poſed to the laughter and ridicule of profane 
wits, Diligently read the holy ſcriptures ; dedi- 
cate much of your time to prayer and medita- 
tion; attend the public worſhip of Gop; aſſo- 
Tiate yourſelf with the righteous, thoſe excellent 
in the earth; and do all in the name of our 
Lozp Jus mur, and with a view to his 


glory. 

I ftill continue to languiſh * the burden 
of the waſting diſtemper that has ſeized me, and 
grow weaker and weaker every day. My health 
declines” apace; I ſhall foon waſte away, and 
give up the ghoſt, My days are ſwifter than a 
poſt ; they flee away, they ſee no good; they 
are paſſed away as the ſwift ſhips, as the eagle 
that haſteth to the prey. My days are deter- 
mined, the number of my months is with Gop, 
he hath appointed me bounds that I cannot paſs. 
My youthful beauty fades away ; my blooming 
complexion, which I once doted ſo much upon, 
is now no more. A languid paleneſs, and a 
black deformity, cover my once fair face, For 
when GOD with rebukes doth correct man for ini» 
quity, he maketh his beauty to conſume away like a 
moth: fureh every man is vanity, - Lon p make 
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days, what it is, that I may know bow frail L 
am. Sin is the cauſe of all * trouble. — 4 
many are my iniquities and ſins! Make me, O 
Lok, to know my tranſgreſſion and my ſin. 
Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe. 
me from my ſin. Againſt thee, thee only have I 
ſinned, and done innumerable. evils in thy ſight. 
| Purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; 
| waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow: 
Hide thy face from my ſins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew. a right ſpirit within me, 
| The troubles of my mind continued for ſome 
time after you retired to the country. During 
that time I was in the moſt miſerable condition 
imaginable. My heart was fore pained within 
me, and the terrors of death had fallen upon 
me, I was driven to deſpair of the mercy of 
Gor, and looked upon myſelf as fuel fit for 
the infernal Tophet, I often thought, that Hell 
from beneath was moved to meet me at my 
coming; that every night would be my laſt, 
and that in, the morning I ſhould life up my 
eyes in torments. I was afflicted and ready to 
die. My ſoul was full of troubles, and my life 
drew nigh unto. the grave, Terror broke my 
heart, and I was full of heavineſs; I looked 
for ſome to take pity, but there was none; and 
** en but I found none. All Perſons 
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were miſerable comforters to me, Phyſicians of 
no value. The arrows of the Almighty fluck 
-faſt in me, and his hand preſſed me fore. I 
was troubled, 'I was bowed down greatly ; I 
went tnourning all the day long. Thus becauſt 
.of my tranſgreſſions, and becauſe of mine ini- 
.quities, 1 was afflicted. The ſorrows of death 
.compaſſed me, and the pains of hell got hold 
upon me. I found trouble and —_—_ I 'was 
greatly afflicted, 
Nevertheleſs, in the malt of this mioutnful 
ſcene, I'cried night and day untv the Lord for 
merey. I faid, „Hear me ſpeedily, O Lox ; 
my ſpitit faileth ; hide not thy face from me, 
leſt 1 be like thoſe that go down into the pit. 
Caufe me to hear thy loving:kindnefs in the 
morning, and ſpeak peace to my troubled- ſoul. 
Though I have been a monſier of iniquity, and 
wallowed in all manner of filth and abomina- 
tion; though I have profaned thy holy name 
and day, and have waſted my time, ſtrength, 
and ſubſtance in rioting, chambering and wan- 
tonneſs; though Gos has not been in all my] | 
thoughts ; though I have procured all this trou-} * 
ble to niyſelf; and deſerve nothing at thy hand,, 
but the Gireful effects of divine wrath, and to. © 
fall into the Hands of the living Gop ; yet, Of-- 
moſt gfacivus Gon, in whom compaſfons flow, 


whole tender mercies are very great; extend 
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pity to me, and ſave me for thy name's ſake. 
Haye mercy upon me, O Gop, according to 
thy loviog-kindneſs ; according; to: the multitude 
of thy tender-mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions. 


O pluck me as a brand out of the hurning, and 


magnify thy merey in my-ſalvation. O thou Who 
cameſt into the world to ſave ſinners, ſave and 
redeem me. Many eminent tranſgreſſors, and 
remarkable offenders, a Manaſſeb, a Mary Mag- 
aalen, a Paul, have taſted that the LorD is gra- 
cious; thoſe who imbrued- their hands in the 


blood of the Son of Gop, have been redeemed 
by that blood; nay, fornicators, idolaters, adul- 


terers, effeminate, ſodomites, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners, have been 


ad, ſardified, ond juſtified in the name of the 
LORD FESUS, and. by the Spirit of GOD. 


Oh]! Lox, have there been ſo many inſtances 
of the efficacy of ſovereign grace? Have all 
the general aſſembly and church of the ficſt- born, 


who are written in heaven, been ſinners, and 
children of wrath ? and ſhall I, a poor miſerable 
wretch, 2 vile fornicator, a ſtupid drunkard, a 


ſeducer of others to impiety, be excluded from 


thy favour? If only ſinners are ſaved, and 
Cnxlsr came to call ſuch only to repentance ; 
0 let me be among the happy number. What 
bad all the ſayed ones to recommend them unto 


thy favour? What good bad they done to me- 
| C2 
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tit eternal life? What thing was valuable about 
them, and calculated to procure thy merciful 
"regard ? © Surely they had nothing, they had 
done nothing, they poſſefſed nothing. Guilt and 
fin was their portion, their buſinefs, and their 
chief qualification. Surely, this is my caſe, my 
dreadful caſe, O then, for CHRIS T's ſake, ſave 
me. Draw me unto thee with all the ſin and 
guilt that lies heavy upon me, ſeeing thou te- 
gquireſt ſinners to come unto thee in their worſt, 
their moſt undeſirable Nate. I have nothing to 
preſent to thee but guilt, complicated, highly 
" aggravated guilt, The on'y thing I have ever 
done, is finning ; and my only merit is wrath, 
Vet, O Lox, thy call reacheth me. Unto you, 
O men, I call, and my voice is to the ſons of men. 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and I will give 
Jen reſt. IWWheſorver will, let him take the water 
of life freely. But though thy call be clear and 
diſtinct, yet I cannot accept it; I cannot come 
"unto thee; my heart is hard, my mind is blind, 
my will is rebbllious, and my conſcience ſeared : 
© how then can I believe? I ſee that thou calleſt 
ſinners, and as great ſinners as 1 have been; 
dut who can believe? It is a work infupera- 
dle to me, impracticable by a ſinful creature, 
It is not the effect of free-will, nor of human 
ability. O then let it be given unto me to believe 
| * name of the LORD TESUS* CHRIST z 
for 
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for faith is the gift of Gop; and CRI is 


the author and finiſher of faith. Draw me, O 


2 then will J run after thee. Say unto 


« I am thy Gop;” and 1 will ſay, © T 
am * ſervant.” Say with power, Turn, 0 


* backſlider, and I will heal thy backſlidings ; 
then wilt I anſwer, «© Behold I come unte then 
& for thou art the LORD my GOD.” Conſider, 
and hear me, O Lox, and lighten mine eyes, 
leſt I ſleep the ſleep of death. Turn thee unto 


me, and have mercy upon me; for I am deſolate 
and afflicted. The troubles of my heart are en- 
larged; O bring thou me out of my diftreſles: 


Lock upon mine affliction, and my pain, and 
forgive all my fins. O Lon p Gov of hoſts, 


hear my prayer; give ear, O Got of Jacob. 


Let my prayer be ſet forth before thee as in- 
cenſe; and the lifting up of my hands, as the 
evening ſacrifice, O happy is he that hath the 
Gon of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope is in 
the Loxp his Gop. Loxp, make me thine; 


let me be thine; let me be reckoned among 
thine, in the day that thou makeſt up thy 
jewels. Amen! 


Many days and nights I ſpent. i in ſuch prayers 
and ſoliloquies ; ſometimes, entertaining hopes of 
mercy, at other times depreſſed with a, and 
perplexed with an unbelieving diſtruſt and deſpair 


of' ever being delivered fram my troubles. In 


this my adverſary the devil, no doubt, had a 
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principal band. And truly I need not be igno- 
tant of his devices; conſidering the many temp- 


many blaſphemous thoughts he has endeavoured 
to dart into my mind. O the ſubtiſty of this old 

gen of the human race ! He firſt allures men 
Jo fin by the bait of pleaſure and profit; and 
when the fin is committed, the fancied pleaſure 
fled, and the profit found to be deſperate miſery ; 
| "when. ſevere remorſe of conſcience, - and excru- 
ciating pain of body, are all the rewards of a 
vicious life, then deſperation is the inſtrument 
which he manages, and often with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that the ſinner, deſpaiting of help, and afraid of 
his offended Maker, runs away from him, plun- 
ges into the commiſſion of the moſt abominable 
wickedneſs, and ſometimes puts an end to a 
miſet able life by a halter. This deceiver and 
deſtroyer of mankind brings the ſinner, by a 
perpetration of all manner of horrid crimes, to 
the gates of hell; and when the remedy, the 
only efficacious. remedy, is, by the goſpel pre- 
ſented to him, he cauſes him to fly from it, per- 
ſuades him it is not diredted to füch a vile 


ableneſs for ſuch a deplorable caſe. The Lord 
. rebuke this adverſary and devourer ! 

Thus I ſpent a life in continual agony and 
pain. My hope fluctuated, defpair prevailed, 


22 a ſenſe of guilt made 7 under the 


tations wherewith I have been haraſſed, 'and the | 


* wretch, or raiſes doubts of its efficacy and ſuit- 
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power of temptation. But it oſten, perhaps mn. 


ways, happens, that the ſinner's extremity is the 
LORDP's opportunity, This was my cafe. When 
I was reduced as low perhaps as I had ever 
been before; and my conſcience had fearful 


forebodings of everlaſting deſtruction; then, 
even in that critical moment, the Gop of mercy 


the lover of ſouls, ſtepped in for my help, and, 
in great mercy, ſpoke peace to my troubled ſoul. 
I had gone to bed the preceding evening. itt 
inexpreſſible horror and agony of ſoul, occa- 
fioned by a retroſpect to all the impiety 1 had 
been involved in, the ſhocking circumſtances of 
my lewdneſs and debauchery, the aggravations 


attending my crimes, as being perpetrated in 
ſpite of knowledge, convictions, and warnings, 


&c, and fully perſuaded my foul ſhould be re- 
quired of me that night, I was Teized with a 
ſhivering, fo that every member of my body 


trembled, and my teeth chattered, I could 4 


utter a few confuſed cries to heaven, In this 
fituation 1 fell afleep, as J ſuppoſe, about twelve 
at night. I ſept very ſoundly and calmly,” and 
awaked between five and fix in the morning, 


with remarkable tranquillity of ſpirit, with theſe 
words running in my mind, 7, even 7, am he that 


Blottzth out thy tranſgreſſions for my name t fall, 
and will not remember thy fins, I was uncom- 


5 obs” 0 IA. xlit; | 
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monly monly refreſt ed with ſleep. My gracious Gor 


diſcovered to me, that my help was in him 


alone; that, however wile and wicked I had 


been, yet ſovereign. mercy reached me ; that be 
had laid balp upon one that is mighty; ® | " that this 
Saviour and great One came into the world 
to fave ſinners; that GOD bed /o bued the world, 
gs to give his only begotten SON, - that whoſoever 
telieveth in him, might not periſh, but have ever- 


laſting life. & I ſaw clearly my warrant and 
title” to believe in the Loxp Jrsus; that it 


was my indiſpenſable duty to do ſo ; that it was 
Cnn1sT's buſineſs to ſaye ſinners; that for that 
glorious purpoſe he was ſet. apart from eternity, 
in the counſel of peace, f promiſed in paradiſe 


to the founders of mankind, as the ſzed of the 
woman that ſhould bruiſe: the ſerpent's head; 
pointed out by the Old Teftament ſacrifices — 


ceremonies, . repreſented in prophetical declara- 
tions, and at laſt manifeſted in the fleſh; that 
for this end he fulfilled all righteouſneſs, was 
arraigned, abandoned, condemned, and cruci- 


fied, The Loxp beſtowed on me the Spirit of 


Faith, and therefore I believed. I was engaged 


to hope in God, and truſt in his ſalvation, 1 
was powerfully and ſweetly perſuaded to receive 
the Lok p JEsUus CHRIsT, as my TEACHER; 

my SAvioua, my Governour: Thus I, 
who 
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who had long dwelt in the tabernacles of impiety 
and debauchery, purſuing a © courſe difgraceful 
and deſtructive to tuman' nature, and who had 
lived without Gop in the world, was made to 
return unto” the Loxp, and dwell under the 
wings of the Gop of IsRAEL. Thus did IR- 


Ro VA turn for me my mourning into dan- 


eing; he put off my ſackcloth, and girded me 
with gladneſs. Then did I cry out, O "LORD, 
I will praiſe. thee : for though thou waft angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou 


haſt comforted me. Behold, GOD is my ſalvation : 


Iwill tru/?, and not be afraid: for the LORD 


'FEHOLV AH is my flrength and my ſong, he alfo 


in become my ſalvation. * Bleſs the LORD, Om 
foul, and forget not all his benefits ; who forgiveth 


all thine iniquittes ; who healeth all thy diſeaſes; 


'whao redeemeth thy life from deſtruction; who crotun- 


eth thee with loving-kindneſs and tender mercies. Q 
LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for me; for thou 
wilt work all my works in me, 1 Then did the 


Loxp ſay unto me, I have blotted out as a thick 
cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud thy fins : 
return unto me for I have redeemed thee. Look 
unto me, and be thou ſaved; for I am Goo, 
and there is none elſe, Hearken unto my com- 


mandments ; then ſhall thy peace be as a river, 
| and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the ſea, 


For 


® IIa. xi, 2, 2. & Pſalm eiii. 2—4. 1 18. xxvi. 12, 
Job to In. xliv. 22. | W 


* 
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Far a ſmall moment did I finale thee, but with 
great .merges will I gather thee : in à little wrath 
lid my- face from thee, for @ moment ; but with 
everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee. * 

4 will net. canteng for. ever, neither. will I he at: 
Ways :troth : 1 have ſeen thy ways, and will beal 
ther I will lead: thee alſo, and reſtore comforts 
unto thy mourning ſeul. I will be thine everlaſting | 
f ad the days of thy, mourning ſhall be ended. 
Than did: I ao Tay, 7 will greatly rgoice in the 
LORD, my. foul hall be joyful in wy GOD 3 for 
be hath clathed me with the garments of ſaluation, 
be hath covered me with the ROBE OF RIGHTE- 
DUSNEss: $ Who is a Gop like unto thee,. 
that pardaneſt iniquity, that paſſeſt by the tran(- 
groflian of: the. remnant of thine. heritage? Thou 
retaineſt not thine anger for ever, becauſe thou 
delighteſt in mercy. Thou wilt turn again, thou 
Wilt have compaſſion upon me, thou wilt ſubdue 
mine iniquities,. and caſt all my fins into the 
depths of the ſea. Thus the Loxp towards me 
was mighty and gracious z he ſaved me, he re. 
Joiced over me with jey he refled in his love, bt 
Jazed over me with ſinging. My. terrars wer 
changed. into ſmiles, and my weariſome days 
and. nights ſucceeded by joyful and gladſome ſea- 
ſons. I repented, 1 abhorred myſelf ;. I aid 
What can I ſeek, what can I defire, more f |! 
never had ſuch a view of the infinite evil that 


| 


; | $ * - I? BB 
® 16, liv, 77.8. dts l . 8 18. lil. hy 5 


$I... 
ig in fin before. Formetly I conſidered it as a 
great evil, pregnant With all miſchiefs and mi- 
ery ; and | was made to hate it, rather through 
fear of its fatal conſequences, thai through any 
ſuitable conviction of its mtrinſic evil and real 
demerit. But now I ſer it to be an iufipite evit; 


that abominable thing which Gop hateth ; that 
nothing can purge away the guilt and defilement 


of it, but the blood of Jesvs CHRIST H; and 

that nothing can break its power, but the migh- 
power of the King of Zis. Nevertheleſs I 

Hill feel the workings of corrupt nature ahd of 

unbelief. 7 find a low in my members, 

Aguinſt the Iaw of thy mind. O that Curr, 

my mighty Redeemer, may break the powet of 


| 5 and utibelief in me, afford me freſh. ſupplies 


bf his Spirit and Grace, ſo às the body of fin 
and death in me may waſte and decay daily, 
until T be tranſplanted from this valley of tears 
to Immanuet's land, the inhäbitant whereof 
mall not (ay, he is ſiek! Haſten the happy __ 
O Lon p, my Saviour and Redeemer. 

I hope you will praiſe Gon on my account, 
for his wonderful love and grace to me, the 
chief of ſinners; and aſcribe this amazing 
change made upon me to the exceeding great- 


neſs of the power of Gon, excited in its ope- 
ration by the moſt amazing and unparallelled 
love and grace. I now make particular mention 


of you in my prayers to the Gop of all grace, 
that 


1 J 
that the LoxD, who hath begun a good work 
in you, may perform it unto the day of JESUS 
CHRisT, and preſerve you from every evil 
work and way to his kingdom and glory, I 
long much for your return to this place, that we 


may join together in prayer and praiſe to the 


Gop and FaTHER of our Loxp Jus 
CHRIST, for his marvellous mercy, for his won- 
derful love and grace to us, who were ſuch re- 
markable and criminal offenders againſt his glo- 
rious Majeſty, As I am growing weaker and. 
weaker every day, and my diſtemper turns Rill 
more inveterate, in ſpite. of all medicines ; I ear- 
neſtly deſire to ſee you before I die, that I may 


be. comforted in you. I ſeldom get a viſit from 


any body; and paſs the day in reading, medi- 
tation, and prayer. A viſit from you will be 
more acceptable than from any perſon I know. 
To Gop, the preſerver of man and beaſt, I 
recommend you on your journey. The grace 


of the Lord JESsus CHrIsT be with * | 


Amen, 1 am, 
My DEAR SIR, 


® #4 
' » 


Your offiftionate friend and brather in CHRIST, 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 


To his FATHER, 


1 „ as. Ss 4 — „ * 
. , my 


Honoured Father , 


ESTERDAY I wrote a long letter to 
our friend Mr, —— ; wherein I gave. him 
I ͤa particular account of my life, ſince I left your 
| Houſe and came to this city. This I did, at his 
* | own deſire, He may let you ſee it. By that 
I letter, you will find what a wicked and wretched 
| life I led, and to what lewd purpoſes I employ- 
| ed the money, that from time to time you were 
+ | pleaſed to remit me, beſides what I bad of my 
own, independent of you, for two or three years 
- | paſt. However, it pleaſed the Loxp to arreſt 
þ me in my wicked career, and to confine me by 
Ia a tedious conſumption. I thought upon my 
former ways, and was enabled to turn to the 
LorD with all my heart. The Loxp has been 
pleaſed, in his great mercy, to pardon all my 
| former ſins and folly: to receive me into a 
ſtate of friendſhip and favour with himſelf; and 
and to give me. the ſolid hope and unſhaken 
faith of being with him for ever. This will 
ö comfort you in your old age, that I die in 
Jesus 


| 
| 
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Issus CHRIST. I am within a few days of 
death *, and, probably, ere you receive this, I 


ſhall be! ſinging and triumphing with the nations 


of them that are ſaved, I expect ſalvation thio' 
the mercy of God in CHRIST. I fail to Iu- 
MANUEL's land thro* the ſea of death; but 
CHRIST will be with me in the deep waters, 
I look for redemption thro' the blood of IEsus, 
even the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
riches of his grace. I ſhall have durable riches 
and righteouſneſs thro' the Son of Gop, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy, He hath ſaved 
me by the waſhing of regeneration, and renew- 


ing of the HoT Y GHosT, which he hath ſhed 


on me abundantly thro' Jesus CHRIST my Sa- 
_ 1 ſhall be made an heir according to the 
ope of eternal life. The GOD and FATHER 

hk our LORD FESUS CHRIST, according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten me again unto a lively 
hope, by the reſurreftion of JESUS CHRIST from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for 
thoſe, who are kept by the mighty power of GOD, 
thro* faith, unto ſalvation. In a little while, 
the warfare of life ſhall be ended. I ſhall over- 
| | come 


* The young Gentleman died a few days after writing this 
letter, «in great peace and joy, His laſt words were, © I am 
“ full of the comforts of Cux Is T. Lox D Jesvs, receive my 
« ſpirit, Amen! 


8 1 Pet. i. 28. 
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come by the blood of the Lams. I ſhall be 
clothed - in white raiment, A ſhall ſit with 
Cuk is on his throne. 1 ſhall be be ere the 
throne of GOD, and ſerve bim day. and night in 
his temple, I ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt 


any more; the ſun ſhall not light on me, nor any 
heat; for the LAMB, which is in the midſt of 
the throne, ſhall feed and lead me unto living foun- 
tains of water; and GOD ſhall wipe away all 
tears from mine eyes. Into thy hands, O Gop, 
I commend my ſpirit. | 

I hope my happy ſituation will comfort you 
under my death, and rejoice the heart of my 
honoured mother, and dear brothers and ſiſters, 
I hope to meet you all in Heaven, and welcome 


you to the land of glory. 1 wiſh you all grace 


and peace, from the Gop of all grace and mer- 


cy. The Loxp be with you all! Amen! 


I am, 
© Honoured Father, 
Y our dying Song 
ä 
Rer. vii, 1517. 
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The letters were found in his cabinet, after 
his death, and from them only his friends got 


firſt notice of his lewd life; for he purſued his 
pleaſure ſo ſecretly. (reader is it thy caſe ?) that 


he was never ſuſpected by any to have been 
fuch a man as he was. 


* 


- TWO 


Two F a 
REMARKABLE INSTANCES 
OF THE 


Extraordinary Interpoſition of Providence, 
in the Deliverance and Supply of two. 


eminent MINISTERS of i Gosr EI. | or ; 


I. An Account of the farqeifhng 3 of Mr. 
Joan RoctRs, Minifter at Croglin in Cum- 
berland, and the caſe of his deliverer. — An 
extract of a letter from a Difſenting Miniſter in 
Eſex, to a merchant in n dated Oct. 

| SIP 1767. di n | 


HE los Mr. Thomas Bradbury happened 


to dine one day at the houſe of Mrs. 


Tooly, an eminent Chriftian lady in London, 
who was famous in her day for religion, and 
for the love ſhe bore to CHRIST, and to all his 
ſervants and people. Her houſe and table were 
open to them all, being another Lydia in that 
reſpect. Mr. Timothy Rogers, who wrote the 


book on religious melancholy, and was himſelf. 


r years under that diſtemper, happened to 
| £8: 4 dine 


: 
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dine there the ſame day with Mr. Bradbury; 
and, after dinner, he entertained Mrs. Tooly and. 
him with ſome ſtories concerning his father (who 
was one of the ejected miniſters - in the year 
1662) and the ſufferings he underwent: om ac- 
count of his non · conformity. Mr. Rogers par- 
ticularly related one anecdote, that he had often 
heard his father, with a great deal of pleaſure, 
tell to himſelf. and others, concerning a delive- 
rance which he had from being ſent to priſon, 
e ſter his mittimus, as they call it, was written. 
out for that purpoſe. 

He happened to live near the houſe of one Sir 
Richard Cradock, a juſtice of the peace, who 
was a moſt. violent hater and perſecutor of the 
Difſenters-; one who laid out himſelf-to diſtreſs 

them by all the means which the ſevere laws 
then in being put in his power, particularly by 
enforcing the law againſt conventicles. He bore 
2 particular hatred to Mr. Rogers, and wanted 
above all things to have him in his power; and 
a fair opportunity, ay he thought, offered itſelf 
to him. He heard that Mr. Rogers was to preach 
at a place ſome miles diſtant; and he hired two 
men to go as ſpies, who were to take the names 
of all the heaters they knew, and to witneſs 
againſt Mr. Ragers and them. 

The thing fuccec ded to his wiſh ; they brooks 
the names of ſeveral] perſons who were hearers 
on that occaſion; and Sir Richard ſent and 
warned 


t 1 


warned ſuch of them as he had a particular ſpite 
againſt, and Mr. Rogers, to appear before him, 


Accordingly they all came with trembling hearts, 


expecting the worſt ;. for they knew the violence 
of the man. . 

While they were in his great hall, expecting 
to be called upon, there happened to coe into 
the hall a little girl, a grandchild of Sir Ri- 
chard's, about fix or ſeven years of age. She 


looked at Mr. Rogers, and was much taken with- 


his venerable appearance; and he, being natu- 
rally fond of children, got her on his knee, and 

made a great deal of her; and ſhe was fond of 
him. At laſt Sir Richard ſent one of his ſer- 


vants to inform the company, that one of the 


witneſſes was fallen ſick, and could not be preſent 
that day; and therefore warned them anew to 
come on another day which he named to them. 

Accordingly they came; and the crime, as the 


juſtice called it, was proved. He ordered their 


mittimus to be written, to ſend them all to goal. 


Mr. Rogers, before he came, expecting to ſee: 
the little girl again, had brought ſyme ſweatmeats 


to give her: and he was not diſappointed; for 


ſhe came running to him, and was fonder of him 


than ſhe was the day before. She was, it ſeems, 
a particular favourite of her grandfacher's, and 
had got ſuch an aſcendancy over him,. that. he 


could deny er nothing. She was withal a child 
of A violent ſpirit, and could bear no contra- 
diction, _ 


[81] 


dition, as ſhe was indulged in every thing, 
Once, it ſeems, when ſhe was contradicted in 
ſomething, ſhe run a penknife into her arm, that 
had near coſt her either her life, or the loſs of 
her arm. After which, Sir Richard would not 
ſuffer her to be contradicted in any thing. 

Whilſt the was fitting on Mr. Rogers's knee, 
and eating the ſweatmeats which he gave ber, 
ſhe looked wiſhfully on him, and ſaid, ++ What 
© are you here for, Sir?“ He anſwered, „I be- 
| lieve your grandfather is going to ſend me and 
my friends whom you ſee here, to goal.” « To 
« goal!” fays ſhez © why, what have you 
done? « Why, I did nothing, but preached at 
ſuch a place; and they did nothing but heard 
me.” But ſays ſhe, * my grandpapa ſhan't ſend 
you to goal.” © Aye, but my dear,” faid he, 
% | believe he is now making o. out our Fr 
to ſend us all there.” 

She run immediately to the chamber where 
her grandfather was, and knocked with her head 
and heels till ſhe got in, and ſaid, What are 
you going to do with my good old nen 
here in the hall?“ © That's nothing to you,” 
ſaid her grandfather ; © pet you about your bu- 
fine(s.” „ But 1 won't,” ſays ſhe; * he tells 
me, that you are going to ſend him and his 
friends to goal; and if you ſend them, © PI 
drown myſelf in the pond as foon as they are 
gone; | will, ind. ed. When he 288. the girl 


N Was 
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Was reſolute and peremptory, it ſhook him, and 


overcame even the wicked deſign he bad formed 
to perſecute the ſervants of the Loxd. He ſtept 
into the hall, with the mittimus in his hand, and. 
ſaid, „ I had here made out your mittimus to 
ſend you all to goal, as you deſerve ; but at my 

grandchild's requeſt, I fall from the proſecution, 
and ſet you all at liberty.“ 

They all bowed, and thanked his worſhip. 
But Mr. Rogers ſtept up to the child, and laid 
his hand upon her head ; and, lifting up his eyes 
to heaven, he ſaid, © Gop bleſs you, my dear 
child; may the blefling of that Gop, whoſe 


cCauſe you now did plead, though as yet you 
- know him not, be upon you in life, at death, 


and throughout eternity,” 9 And inen de and 
bis friends went away. 

Mrs. Tooley liſtened with thcontitidh atten- 
tion to the ſtory ; and, looking on Mr. Rogers, 
faid, 6 And ate you that Mr. Rogers's fon ?“ 
84 Ves, madam, ” anſwered he, „ I am.“ 
«= Well,” ſays ſhe, “ for as long as T have been 
acquainted with you, I never knew that befote. 
And now I will tell you ſomething you never 
knew before: I am the very girl your dear fatter 
bleſſed in the manner you now related it. 

an, impreſſion on me I could never forget,” 
Upon this double. diſcovery, Mr. Rogers and 
Mrs, Tooly found they bad a ſuperadded tie 


dt love and affection to each other beyond what 


they 


[ $0 3 
they had before. And then he and Mr. Braghury 
were defirous to know how ſhe, who had been 
bred up with an averſion to ſerious religion, be- 
came ſo eminent a chriſtian, _ 

She . complied with their regal. 40 987 
frecly told them her ſtory. She faid, that after 
her grandfather's death, ſhe was left ſole heireſs 
of his great eſtate; and being in the bloom of 
youth, and having none to controul her, ſhe 
went into all the faſhionable diverſions; of the 
age in which ſhe lived, without any manner of 
reſtraint. But at the ſame time ſhe conſeſſed, 
that, at the end of them all, ſhe found a AM. 
tisfaction both with herſelf. and them, that al- 


ways ſtruck a damp to her heart, which ſhe did 


not know how to get rid of, but by running 
the ſame fruitleſs round over and over e but 
all in vain. 

She contracted 8 fight illneG, Pur which 
ſhe thought ſhe would go to Bath, as hearing that 
that was a place for pleaſure, as well as health, 
When ſhe came there, ſhe was led in providence 
to conſult. an apothecary, who happened to be a 
very worthy religious man. He enquired, what 
ſhe ailed ? « Why,” ſays ſhe, « Doctor, 1 don't 
e ail. much. as to my body; ; but I have an un- 
« eaſy mind, that I can't get rid of.“ « Truly,” 
ſays he, « Miſs, I was fo too till [ met with 3 


« book that cured, me of it.” © Books ! ” ſaid | « 


n Tot all the books 4 ny ay 2 


ww. wa MY: Fs my Ye VwYwr ' 


88 


De 


8 * 4 wv - 


A. 


— 
5 08 


Ke ooo oe n F R 


5 1 


60 on; ; all the plays, novels. and romances 1 can 
« hear of; but after I have read them, my unea- 
« ſineſs is the ſame,” That may be,” ſaid he, 
« Miſs, 1 don't wonder at it. But this book I 
«© ſpeak of, I can ſay of it what I can ſay of no 


66 other I ever read, I never tire of reading it; 
« but can begin to read it again as ifT never read 
«jt before: And I always ſee ſomething new 


“in it.” Pray,” ſays ſhe, Doctor, what book 


« is that?” “ Nay, Miſs,” anſwered he, that 


«js a ſecret I don't tell to every one.” © But 


% could not I get a ſight of that book ? ” ſays 
ſhe. Les, ſays he, © Miſs, if you ſpeak 
| © me fair, I can help you to it.“ „ Pray get 
« it me then, Doctor, and I'll give you any 
« thing you pleaſe,” « Yes,” ſays he, © if 
«you will promiſe one thing, I'll bring it you; 
« and that is, that you will read it oyer careful- 
ry; and if you ſhould not fee much in it at 


« firft, that you will give it a ſecond reading. 


She promiſed faithfully ſhe would: and after 
raiſing her curiofity by coming twice or thrice 
without bringing it, he at laſt brought it, took 


it out of his pocket, and gave it her. It was a 


New Teſtament. When ſhe looked on it, ſhe _ 
ſaid, „ Poh, (with a flirt) I could get that at 


« any time.” © Why, Miſs, ſo you might.” 


replied the Doctor; „ but remember I have 
1* * ſolemn promiſe, that you will read it 


carefully.“ 


; 


* 3 
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© carefully.“ « Well,“ ſays ſhe, © though I 
& never read it before, I'll give it a reading.“ 
Accordingly ſhe began to read it, and it 
ſoon attracted her attention. She faw ſome- 
thing in it ſhe had a deep concern in; and if 
ſhe was uneaſy in her mind before, ſhe was ten 
times more ſo now; - ſhe did not know what to 
do with herſelf. So ſhe got away back to Lon- 
don, to ſee what the diverſions there would do 
again. But all was in vain. 

She was lodged at the court- end of the town, 
and had a gentlewoman with her by way of a 
companion. - One Saturday. evening ſhe dream- 
ed, that ſhe was in a place of worſhip, and heard 
a ſermon, which ſhe could remember nothing of 
when ſhe awaked, but the text ; but the dream 
made ſuch an impreſſion on her mind, that the 
. idea ſhe had of the place and the miniſter's face, 
was as ſtrong as if ſhe had been acquainted with 
both for a number of years. She told her dream 
to her companion on the Lord's day morning ; 
and, after breakfaſt, ſaid, ſhe was reſolved to go 
in queſt of it, if ſhe ſhould go from one end of 
London to the other, 

. Accordingly they ſet out, and went into this 
and the other church, as they paſſed along ; but 
none of them anſwered what ſhe ſaw in her 
dream. About one of the clock, they found 
en in the heart of the city; and they 

went 
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vent into an eating-houſe, and had a bit of din» 
ner; and ſet out again in ſearch of thm place. 

About half an hour after two, they were in 
the Poultry, and ſhe ſaw a great many people 
going down the Old. Jewry 3 and determined 
ſhe would ſee where they were going. She 
mixed. herſelf among them, and they carried her 
to the Old Jewry. So ſoon as ſhe entered the 
door of it, and looked about, ſhe turned to her 
companion, and ſaid with ſome ſurpriſe, This 
jg the very place I ſaw in my dream.“ She had 
not Rood long, till Mr. Shower, who was then 
miniſter. of the place, went up into the pulpit ; 
and ſo ſoon as ſhe looked on him, with greater 
ſurpriſe ſtill ſhe ſaid, This is the very man 1 
ſaw in my dream; and if every part of it hold 
true, he will take that for his text, Pſalm exvi. 

». Returns unto thy reft, O my foul ; for the Lord 
bath dealt bountifully with thee, When he roſe 
20 pray, ſhe was all attention, and every ſen- 
tence went to her heart. Having finiſhed prayer, 
he took that for his text; and there God met 
with her ſoul in a ſaving way and manner; and 
the at laſt obtained what the ſo long ſought for 
in vain elſewhere, reſt to her ſoul in him who 


is the life and happineſs of ſouls, 


Wo De publiſher thinks it only neceſſary to fay, 


that the foregoing account of Mr. Rogers. and Mrs. 


Tooly, is ſufficiently authenticated by the gentleman 
A E git! 
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I. An Nek, 22 7 15 as 
divine Providence, in the Jeaſongble Jupþly 4 


Ar. David AnpersoN, Miniſter at Walton 
pon Thames, cjectad by the Bartholomew A 


1662. — Taken from Dr. Calam of 8 Account 9 of 


the ejacted Miniſters. l 25 0 


HIS good man being apprivenſine of 'a 
return of Popery, ' ſoon after his eject- 
ment croſſed the ſeas and went into Zealand, 


and ſettled at Middleburgh, with his wife and 
ive ſmall children. Having no employment 
there, he ſoon conſumed the little money he had 
carried over with bim, and owed A year's rent 


for his houſe, and was reduced ſo low as to. want 
| bread : and ſuch was his modeſty, that he knew 


not how to make his caſe known in a ftrange 


country. In this condition, after he had been 
one morning at prayer with his family, his chil- 
dren deſired ſome bread for their breakfaſt : but 
haying none, nor money to buy any, they all 
burſt out into tears. In this forrowful cafe, the 


bell at their door rung; and Mrs. Anderſon went] 


to ſee who was there, in a mean and mournful 
habit. The perſon that rung the bell, aſked for 


| | the en: : ſhe anſwered, that her name was 


An- 


* 
* Ss >» +35 an 4 


1 
Anderſon, Here, ſays he, a gentleman has ſent 
vou this paper, and will ſend you in ſome pro- 


viſions preſently. When they had opened the 


paper, they found forty pieces of gold in it, 


The. meſſeager went away, without telling his 
name, or whence he came. Soon after came a 


country- man, with a horſe-load of proviſions, of 


fleſh, fiſh, herbs, and bread, and all things ne- 


ceſſaty to their living plentifully, as long as 
what was brought would keep good. Neither 


did he tell them from whence they came; nor 


did they know to their dying day, who. it 
Was that fo ſeaſonably relieved them. But Mr. 


John Quick (from whoſe memoirs this account 
is taken) being, in 1681, paſtor of the Engliſh” 


church at Middlcburgh, came accidentally to 
the knowledge of the whole matter. 


at the country houſe of Mijn Heer de Koning, a 
magiſtrate of that city, and happening to men- 


tion that ſtory, M, de Koning told him, that he 
was the perſon that carried the gold from Mijn 
Heer de Huſte, a pious merchant of that place, N 


with whom he was then an apprentice. He ad- 


;Koning, and the proviſions by his country ſer- 


vant, ſaying with a very Chriſtian tenderneſs, - 
Ae 5 F. 2 


For being 


— 


«ded, that Mijn Heer de Hoſte; obſerving a grave 
Engliſh miniſter walk the ſtreets frequently, 
- with a dejected countenance, inquired privately 
- cinta. his circumſtances, and apprehending be 
might be in want, ſent him the gold by M. de 
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> 
GOD forbid thit any of CHRIST"'s ambaſſadors 


dijireſs and we not affift them. But he expreſly 
charged both his ſervants to conceal his name. 
This relief, beſides preſent proviſion; enabled 
Me. Anderſon to- pay his debts: and he could 
not help communicating this inſtance of the 
great goodneſs of Gop, to his friends and ac- 
quaintance in that city. This coming to- the 
cars of M. de Hoſte, he afterwards found a ſe- 
cret way of paying Mr, Anderſon's rent for him 
yearly ; and of conveying to him beſides, ten 
pounds Sterling, every quarter; which he ma- 
naged ſo, as that he never could or did know 


matter ſecret, as long as his maſter lived, but 
thought himſelf at liberty to give this account * 
it after his death, 

pon the: decreaſe of Mr. Spang, miniſler of 
"the Engliſh church at Middleburgb, Mr. Andet- 


- the meſſenger came from the church to acquaint 
"him with it, his wife was ſo overborne with joy 


in March 1677. None of all the minifters in 
that city, Engliſh, French, or Dutch, came near 


'S 2 
: 


ſhould be rangers, and tue not viſit them; or in 


his benefactor. M. de Koning kept the whole 


' fon was unexpectedly choſen in his Read, When 


at the goodneſs of Gon in providing them a 
fixed and honourable maintenance; that it threw - 
her into a fever, of which ſhe died. Mr. An- 
derſon in ſotme time grew ſickly, and died alſo 


| i in-the-gift of Prayers in which he had -a 
peculiar | 
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peculiar fulneſs and fluency, that was animated 
with very melting affections. The Lords of the 
city became guardians to the five orphans which- 
he left behind him. The- famous Anna Maria- 
Schurman took- one of his daughters, and two 
other Dutch gentlewomen the two others, and 
became mothers to them. And the unknown 
benefactor continued his kind offices to them all. 
M. de Hoſte took his two ſons under his own - 
charge, and by his laſt will bequeathed a good 
portion to each of his daughters. He ordered 
that the eldeſt ſon, who was very hopeful and 


pious, ſhould be brought up a ſcholar, and ſet- 


tled a liberal exhibition upon him of ſixty pounds 
per annum, Sterling, for his education at one of 
their univerſities, where he afterwards died of a 
conſumption; and appointed the youngeſt ſon to 
be bound apprentice, and when he ſhould be out 
of his time, to receive ſixty pounds Sterling, to 
begin the world with. So wonderful 'a provi- 


dence attended this pious confeſſor, and his chi- 
dren after him. 
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